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'Scoundrels' is a time-traveling romp·
KlOMENARPublishing's

theme line is "Compel-
ing Fiction for the

Hahitual Reader." At Grit Lit,
we helieve that's a wonderful
goal. And they've certainly got
a winner in Alamo author Jon
Cory's first novel, "A Plague
of Scoundrels" (Komenar,
$24.95, 230 pages, www.
komenarpublishing.com).

Cory describes "Scoun-
drels" as a fun, entertaining
story. There are no lessons
to be learned. And you don't
have to wade through moun-
tains of pesky de.tails to_get to
the good parts. It's a fun book
to just kick back and enjoy.

ElliotVail is a San Fran-
cisco comedian who will do
anything for cheap rent Then
Edward Bockman offers him
free rent in exchange for some
odd errands. Little does Elliot
know that his new landlord
has invented time travel and
is carrying on a hot and heavy
tryst with a former mistress of
Engillli<f§Kipg ~h.&'lesII.

Jon Cory's debut novel
takes readers on a delightful
journey through London and
rural England. You'll meet
a cast of characters includ-
ing petty thieves, the local
hangman and a great French
villain. Plus the usual sexy
wenches.

All in all a rollicking great
comedic romp_

• "The Whiskey Reh-
els," by David Liss (Random
House, $26, 519 pages, www_
davidJiss.com) Author Liss
must spend his life moving
from library to library to library
researching with incredible at-
tention to detail some of histo-
ry's most interesting times. Liss
is the author of a "Spectacle
of Corruption," "The Coffee
Trader," "The Ethical Assassin"

I and "AConspiracy of Paper."He won the 2000 Edgar Award

l'for best first novel. In "Whiskey
Rebels," he gives us a picture
of the early United States. And
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it is quite differenf
picture I learned in school.

Fewer cherry trees. Fewer
leaders saying "I cannot tell
a lie." And a whole lot of
violence and drinking. In
the late 1700s, the country's
banking structure was in its
fragile infancy. In fact, on
the frontier, the coin of the
realm wasn't gold or silver or
paper dollars. People bartered
bottles of whiskey to get what
they needed.

"Whiskey Rebels" begins
in Philadelphia, 1792. Ethan
Saunders, a spy for Washing-
ton during the Revolutionary
War, has been framed for
sedition. Destroyed, friend-
less and rapidly becoming a
drunk, he is asked to find the
missing husband of Cynthia
Pearson, his former fiancee.
The assignment leads him to
work with Alexander Ham-
ilton, Thomas Jefferson and

other business leaders. It
details the complex financial
machinations behind efforts
to build the fiedgling Bank of
the United States. This period
is one of the most divisive
moments in the nation's
young history. And it bears a
startling resemblance to the
financial crises we are cur-
rently experiencing.

Heroine Joan Maycott is
a young woman married to a
Revolutionary War veteran.
Because the new states have
very few financial resources,
they are unable to pay war vet-
erans for their years of military
service. Joan and her husband
take a desperate gamble and
move to the western Penn~
sylvania frontier. But dire
trouble brews at the frontier, as
Hamilton imposes an onerous
tax on Western whiskey-mak- .
ers, endangering their very
livelihood.

Oh, the outrage. Not many
years before, a tax on tea led
Jo the American. Re.volutiQJl. -,
You can only imagine what a ..
bunch of well-armed whiskey -
distillers will do to fight an
unjust tax on whiskey.

Isn't it amazing that our
government seems destined
to repeat the same mistakes
over and over? More than
200 years ago, smart, greedy,
conniving businessmen and
political leaders were running.
amok, making huge coin and
running the risk of destroying
the USA. Sadly, this sounds
just like what's happening
today.

"Rebels" will give you an
entertaining, detailed his-
torical perspective on greed,
financial mismanagement and.
political bungling that will
likely drive you to drink.

Grit Lit appears the third
Sunday of the month. Reach
Myles Knapp at P.O. Box 197,
Oakley, CA 94561 or myles@
grit-lit.com.
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